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Then a great man rose up, a born leader, wise,
prudent, and humane. Vasco Nunez de Balboa
was, I think, the greatest man that the discovery
of Spanish America called forth. He took command
at Uraba, and sent Enciso back to San Domingo,
and to Spain.

The news of gold found in such quantities
made a deep impression on the Spanish Govern-
ment. It was resolved to send out an expedition
on a very large scale. Much depended on the
commander, and as usual a bad choice was made.
Cortes, Nunez de Balboa, Pizarro, Quesada were
not selected by the Spanish Government; they
selected themselves, or were appointed, as in the
case of Quesada, by local governors who knew
their worth. The Home Government only recog-
nised them when they had already won their way
to fame. Pedrarias, Nunez de Vela, Alfonso de
Lugo were the sort of men selected by the Home
Government, either worthless or incapable or both.
In this respect the Spanish Home Government
does not stand alone among Home Governments.
Very much the contrary.

Pedro Arias Davila, brother of the Count of
Punonrostro, was a colonel of infantry, and had the
name of * El Justador ' in his youth from his skill